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under India’s BRICS Chairship 2026

The BRICS+ Legal Forum is a permanent platform of legal professional bodies
within BRICS member states, partner countries and other developing countries.
It promotes legal cooperation, dialogue and institutional development in support
of the principles and objectives reflected in successive BRICS Leaders’
Declarations. The Forum remains committed to strengthening the Rule of Law
within and among BRICS+ countries and to advancing inclusive development,
fairness and equality through legal cooperation.

The 11th BRICS+ Legal Forum convenes under India’s BRICS Chairship 2026
and its theme, “Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and -
Sustainability,” which has informed the working agenda of the Forum. The ten
preceding Forums, from Brasilia to Rio de Janeiro, laid the foundations of
harmonisation and mutual understanding among the legal communities of
BRICS+ jurisdictions. That accumulated experience now enables the Forum to
translate dialogue into institutional cooperation, action and delivery.

We, the members of the legal fraternity assembled at the 11th BRICS+ Legal
Forum in New Delhi, Republic of India, on 22-23 August 2026, hosted by the
Bar Association of India, building upon the consensus of the ten preceding
Forums from Brasilia (2014) to Rio de Janeiro (2025) and successive BRICS
Leaders’ Declarations, hereby make the following Declaration.

1.  We recognise that the BRICS+ nations constitute a pillar of the emerging
multipolar world, founded on the principles of justice, diversity, mutual
respect, balance of interests, international law and the core provisions of
the UN Charter. We affirm that legal and institutional trust — predictable
legal frameworks, enforceable dispute resolution, transparent regulation
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and the professional integrity of legal institutions — provides a foundation
for sustainable economic engagement and cooperation among BRICS+
states.

2.  We affirm our commitment to a just, fair, inclusive and non-discriminatory
international economic rule of law that upholds the sovereign equality of
States, the peaceful settlement of disputes and the faithful and non-
selective application of international law. We affirm that international trade
and commerce regimes should be fair, just and non-discriminatory, and
responsive to the development needs of the Global South, irrespective of

‘membership of the World Trade Organization. We reaffirm our
commitment to multilateralism and our support for an open, transparent,
inclusive and rules-based multilateral trading system based on the
principles of International Law with the World Trade Organization at its
core, including the restoration of a fully functioning dispute settlement
mechanism, while recognising the differing status of BRICS+ countries in

‘relation to the WTO and supporting the effective participation and
accession aspirations of interested BRICS+ members.

In this context, we underline the importance of refraining from unilateral
economic and coercive measures inconsistent with international law and
the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, including

i , measures of an extraterritorial character, which adversely affect sovereign
equality, legitimate economic relations, the right to development,
economic self-determination and the freedom of lawful trade and
investment, and which undermine the legal certainty and institutional trust
on which sustainable trade, investment and development depend.

3.  We reaffirm our commitment to combating transnational crime, including

money laundering, terrorist financing, corruption and organised crime,

| through strengthened legal and professional cooperation within the
| BRICS+ framework, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,
applicable international legal instruments and the principles of sovereign

equality, legality, due process and non-politicisation of international legal
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cooperation. We support mutual legal assistance, cross-border evidence
sharing, cooperationv concerning fugitives, and the identification, tracing,
freezing, confiscation and repatriation of proceeds of crime, consistent
with the United Nations Convention against Corruption and other
applicable international instruments.

We further encourage structured cooperation between BRICS+ legal
professional bodies, lawyers and designated national focal points and
competent authorities responsible for combating corruption and
transnational organised crime, including through professional networks,
exchange of expertise, lawful information-sharing and capacity-building.
Such cooperation should remain technical, evidence-based and non-
politicised, and should not prejudice lawful economic, commercial or
financial activities conducted consistently with international law.

We recognise the New Development Bank as an important institution of
development finance reflecting the sovereign equality of its member states
and the development priorities of borrowing economies. We support
reform of the international financial architecture to enhance the
representation of emerging market and developing economies and to
advance a just and inclusive global economic order. We encourage
appropriate engagement between the NDB and the institutions of the
Arbitration Institution Network for BRICS+ and Emerging Economies
(BRICSAN) in relation to dispute prevention and resolution, and invite the
China Law Society, as host institution of the 12th BRICS+ Legal Forum,
to take this agenda forward.

We reaffirm our resolve to advance the operationalisation of the
Arbitration Institution Network for BRICS+ and Emerging Economies
(BRICSAN) as a permanent, neutral and professional framework for
commercial dispute resolution among BRICS+ states and their entities. We
note the progress que by the 11th Forum on its foundational parameters,
including seat plurality, procedural rules, SME-sensitive expedited
procedures, recognition and enforcement of awards consistent with the
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New York Convention, and the institutional role of participating BRICS+
legal bodies. We mandate the relevant Working Group to finalise the
instruments required for its establishment and report to the 12th Forum.

We welcome the operationalisation by the Bar Association of India of the
BAI Arbitration Centre at New Delhi, which shall serve as the nodal
institution in India for the Arbitration Institution Network for BRICS+ and
Emerging Economies. The Centre will invite distinguished experts from
across the BRICS+ community to participate in its panels and governance,
strengthening its international character and contributing to the
development of the Network as a professional and representative
framework.

We welcome the initiative of the Association of Lawyers of Russia and the
Russian Arbitration Association to establish the BRICS+ Arbitration
Academy aimed at educating and training world-class arbitrators, with the
objective of strengthening capacity for the resolution of international
commercial disputes across BRICS+ jurisdictions. We further welcome the
Convention on the Establishment of the International Organization for
Mediation and acknowledge that the establishment of IOMed is an
innovative step in the international rule of law.

We affirm the importance of mediation, dispute avoidance and dispute
prevention within an effective framework for commercial and investment
dispute resolution and support the development of a BRICS+ Mediation
Framework complementing the Arbitration Institution Network for
BRICS+ and Emerging Economies. We recognise the protection of
genuine investment and the regulatory sovereignty of states as
complementary objectives and support the development of model
provisions that give effect to both, taking into account the UNCITRAL
reform process and the development priorities of BRICS+ and the Global
South. |
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- We affirm the importance of legal regimes that enable innovation and

technological development across BRICS+ and the Global South. We
support legal frameworks that facilitate research, technology transfer and
the protection of intellectual property, while remaining responsive to the
development needs of BRICS+ economies.

We further support legal frameworks that facilitate equitable and mutually
beneficial technology transfer, joint innovation, localisation of
technological capabilities and access to emerging technologies.” We
encourage cooperation among BRICS+ legal institutions in identifying and
addressing legal, regulatory, contractual and institutional barriers to
technology transfer, and propose the development of a dedicated
mechanism for exchange of expertise in this field.

We affirm the need for forward-looking governance of artificial
intelligence addressing safety, accountability, liability and cross-border
data governance, consistent with the Kazan Leaders’ Statement on the
Global Governance of AI. We support cooperation among BRICS+ legal
communities towards the development of principles for responsible Al
governance, including the ethical, transparent and accountable use of
artificial intelligence within legal and judicial systems.

We affirm the importance of legal frameworks that facilitate clean energy,
climate finance and the deployment of sustainable technologies, while

reflecting the development priorities of BRICS+ economies and the

principle of common but differentiated responsibilities. We support greater
cooperation among BRICS+ countries in developing legal and institutional
frameworks that enable investment, technology transfer and an equitable
transition to sustainable development.

We reaffirm legal education and capacity building as standing priorities of
the Forum and resolve to advance cooperation on mutual recognition of
legal qualifications, a BRICS+ Legal Capacity Building Network, the
international educational project LEGATORIUM for students of law
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schools in BRICS+ countries, the BRICS network of Summer and Winter
Law Schools, and the systematic study of one another’s legal systems.

We reaffirm the role of national legal professional associations as
foundational institutions of legal trust and support equal access to justice
across economic, geographic and social boundaries. We affirm the
importance of gender equality, diversity and the participation of young

lawyers in the initiatives and governance bodies of the Forum. We support

the development of the International Register of Lawyers aimed at
fostering a mutual space for legal trust.

We support, in principle, the establishment of a BRICS+ Legal and
Economic Governance Council as a professional platform bringing
together representatives of legal professional associations, arbitral
institutions, legal academies and cooperating regional legal organisations
to develop policy recommendations and facilitate institutional cooperation
within the mandate of successive Forum Declarations, subject to further
consideration by future Forums.

We support the establishment of a BRICS+ Virtual Secretariat for Legal
Cooperation and Institutional Capacity Building, operating through a
dispersed and representative network of designated coordinators from
BRICS+ member jurisdictions. As a collaborative platform rather than a
permanent physical office, it shall facilitate communication among

participating institutions, coordinate priority working groups, monitor

implementation, prepare annual progress reports and provide continuity
between successive Forums, guided by geographical balance, professional
diversity and institutional representation.

We establish four standing working groups under the Forum
framework, open to participation by BRICS+ member and partner
countries and reporting to the 12th Forum:
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BRICSAN and Dispute Resolution Working Group — implementation
of the Arbitration Institution Network for BRICS+ and Emerging
Economies, mediation, dispute avoidance and dispute prevention;

Digital Law Working Group — Al governance, digital and cross-border
legal cooperation, cybercrime, legal innovation and technology;

Sustainable Development Law Working Group — climate finance,
clean-energy legal frameworks and sustainable development; and |

Legal Profession and Capacity Working Group — legal education,
mutual recognition of qualifications, capacity building, professional
standards and access to justice.

We propose, under the guidance of the Heads of Delegations, to develop
an implementation mechanism for this Declaration and previous Forum
Declarations, with a view to advancing the delivery of their institutional
mandates. The credibility of this Forum’s institutional voice rests on the
correspondence between what it declares and what it delivers.

We express our sincere appreciation to the Bar Association of India for
hosting the 11th BRICS+ Legal Forum under India’s BRICS Chairship
2026 and for its contribution to the organisation and proceedings of the
Forum.

We encourage national legal professional associations, arbitral bodies and
legal institutions within the BRICS+ framework to draw upon this
Declaration as guidance for BRICS+ legal cooperation and, where
appropriate, to incorporate its principles into their institutional
programmes. |

We note the importance of strengthening cooperation between BRICS
legal communities and law associations established within SCO, ASEAN,
African Union, CIS and other regional and continental integrations.
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21.  We unanimously endorse the proposal that the 12th BRICS+ Legal Forum
be hosted in 2027 under the BRICS Chairship of China and invite the China
Law Society, as host institution, to build upon the New Delhi Declaration
and the institutional outcomes of this Forum.

ADOPTED AT NEW DELHI, REPUBLIC OF INDIA
23 August 2026
Signed by the representatives of the Bar Associations and Legal Institutions
of BRICS+ Member Countries and Partner Jurisdictions
| Hosted by: Bar Association of India, New Delhi
Next Host: China Law Society, 2027

BRAZILIAN BAR ASSOCIATION | ASSOCIATION OF LAWYERS

4[ W/

rung Barata Magalhaes
Premde t of the Nationhal Commission
for Foreign Affairs, Secretary of the
Executive Committee for the BRICS
Legal Forum

THE BAR ASSOCIATION CHINA LAW SOCIETY
OF INDIA
 Jed
Mr. lf\’ enkataramam Mr. Wang Hongxiang
Ex-Officio Chairman & Executive Vice-President
Attorney General for India Member and Vice-Chairperson of the

Constitution and Law Committee of
‘ the Standing Committee of the 14
~ L " National People’s Congress of China
Mr. Prashant Kumar
President

Co-Chair, 11" BRICS+ Legal Forum
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EAST CHINA UNIVERSITY LAW SOCIETY
OF POLITICAL SCIENCE OF SOUTH AFRICA
AND LAW

Mr. DU i a0 E

Dean of International Law School and
Executive Director of Institute of
BRICS Legal Studies

ETHIOPIAN FEDERAL
ADVOCATES ASSOCIATION

Mr. Tesfaye D¢resse Zepvdie

CENTER FOR LAWYERS,
OFFICIAL EXPERTS AND
FAMILY COUNSELORS OF THE

JUDICIARY OF THE ISLAMIC
REPUBLIC OF IRAN

/
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Presifdent .
DrZHassan Abdolianpour
President
EMIRATES ASSOCIATION FOR PAN AFR A AN LAWYERS

LAWYERS AND LEGAL

AP

Mr. Adil Abdelgadir Humaid
Fakhir
Board Member &
Head of International Cooperation

Mr. Tewodros Getachew Tulu
President
as Special Invitee
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